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MID WEST PHOTOVOLTAIC SOLAR FARM 

 Hon KATE DOUST to the Minister for Energy: 

I refer to the minister’s announcement today that the government will enter into a public–private partnership to 
build a 10-megawatt photovoltaic solar farm in the Mid West at a cost to the government of $20 million. 

(1) Where in the Mid West will the solar facility be located?  

(2) What criteria were satisfied to allow royalties for regions investment? 

(3) Is the minister confident that the existing transmission line from Perth to Geraldton is adequate for this 
project?  

(4) Is the minister concerned at all that this decision will further crowd out clean energy projects in the Mid 
West due to the incapacity of the existing transmission network?  

Hon PETER COLLIER replied: 

I thank the honourable member for some notice of this question.  

(1) The 10-megawatt solar plant will be about 25 kilometres to the south east of Geraldton. It is a joint 
venture public–private partnership with Verve and BP. It is a $58 million investment. Verve is 
contributing $10 million and $10 million comes from royalties.  

(2) It went through the normal royalties for regions process.  

(3) There are no issues with the transmission line. There is sufficient capacity to deal with 10 megawatts.  

(4) As to whether the project will crowd out other projects, that will not be the case at all. This 10-
megawatt plant will be operational by two-thirds of the way through next year. At that time it will be 
the largest PV system in Australia. 

Hon Kate Doust: Have you heard about the Victorian announcement today? 

Hon PETER COLLIER: Yes. I said that at the time it will be the largest in Australia. I qualified my comments. 
It is exciting stuff. It will send a very clear unambiguous message to members of that industry that we are real 
when it comes to renewable energy. I promise members that we have the runs on the board. We have almost 
doubled the renewable energy generation percentage in the south west interconnected system in less than two 
years. It has gone from less than five per cent to almost nine per cent. I would like some members of the Greens 
(WA) to give us a pat on the back every now and again because it is a great news story. 

In addition to the 206-megawatt wind farm that we are building in Merredin, we are constructing a wave energy 
plant at Garden Island. Today’s announcement is an example of the fact that we have a multifaceted approach. 
We are saying to the renewable sector throughout the state that we are open for business. If it comes in, we will 
accept it with open arms and we will look at its projects. If it has an off-take agreement, it should go for it. At the 
moment the cost of solar energy is a little prohibitive. That will come down. This will be a very good example of 
a project for other prospective projects to look at and garner. It is a very good news story. An enormous amount 
of preliminary work has been undertaken to ensure that we got to where we are at the moment. I was delighted to 
make the announcement today and I will be even more delighted when I open that 10-megawatt solar power 
plant in about 12 months. 
 


